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Annual General Meeting 
The AGM will be held in the 

Community Hut on Sunday 19th May 

starting at 11am. All plotholders are 

encouraged to attend. At this 

meeting, you will elect the 

Committee members for the next 12 

months, as well as the officers (eg 

treasurer). Although the Council 

owns our plots, running the site is 

very largely in the hands of the 

people you will elect at this meeting. 

The Committee decides what work 

needs to be done and this is funded 

by money the Association has raised 

as well as from the annual 

maintenance grant which Haringey 

Council gives us. Allotment Site 

committees can influence events, as 

in the case of Haringey backing down 

on its recent proposal to increase 

rents by 100%. As a result of 

lobbying, the rent paid by our 

plotholders has been frozen until 

2014. 

New plotholders are particularly 

encouraged to attend the AGM so 

that they can get an understanding 

of how the site is run. We hope in 

future to reserve one seat on the 

Committee for a new plotholder. 

Our biggest fundraising event is the 

Annual Show. This brings in hundreds 

of people who live in our 

neighbourhood in addition to 

enthusiasts who have seen the event 

listed in the National Gardens 

Scheme handbook. The Committee 

also arranges events such as the 

Christmas Party. If we had not raised 

money over the years (and spent it 

wisely), our site would now look like a 

derelict chicken farm! Last year, our 

funds – as well as some help from 

Haringey - allowed us to put up a 

new, secure fence alongside Bluebell 

Wood to deter thieves and vandals. 

But more work needs to be done, for 

example, to improve the state of the 

road surface. 

At the AGM, you will hear what the 

current Committee has achieved so 

you can decide whether it matches 

what was promised a year ago. You 

can also hear what plans there are for 

the coming year and say what you 

think about them. You can raise any 

issue at this meeting but please 

inform the Chair beforehand. You can 

put yourself forward for election to 

the Committee. If you would like to 

work on the Committee, the AGM 

papers will tell you how to go about 

doing this. Remember: coming to this 

meeting gives you a chance to have 

your say and to influence how things 

are run. 

The meeting documents have been 

posted on the site notice boards and 

sent to those with an e-mail address.   

Refreshments will be available after 

the meeting. Also, there will be a tool 

sale. Please bring along any good 

tools you no longer need; they could 

be very useful to someone else. 

      Also in this issue...
  Young Gardeners p1-2

  Gardeners’ Question Time p2

  Open to the public p2

  Allotment rents p3

  Where’s Tullio? p3

   

Annual Show
This year’s Show will be held on 

Sunday 1 September. We have a new 

judge for the horticultural entries: 

Stella Winskell-Moore who is the 

Competition Secretary of the Barnet 

Federation of Allotments and 

Horticultural Societies. Sally 

Brightling will again judge the 

domestic and children's entries. 

The schedule of competitions is now 

available. Some changes have been 

made in the various categories so 

please read the schedule carefully. 

For instance, you can now enter two 

items in each of the “any other” 

categories. There are also more 

categories in the domestic section, 

including a cake made of fruit or 

vegetables. Young entrants can use 

vegetables they have grown to create 

a spaceship or dinosaur! 

3 potato competition 
A new season always begins with 

chitting potatos. In addition to 

chitting your own, why not have a go 

at the 3-potato competition? You can 

buy your 3 potatos at the Trading 

Shed now. Plant them on your plot 

and mark them clearly. Then see if 

yours is the heaviest crop on the day 

of harvest. If it is, you will get to keep 

the Potato Shield for a year! 

New young gardeners
The Young Gardeners Club was 

formed at the start of this season. It 

is open to children aged 6 to 13 who 

have access to some land on a plot 

tenanted by a member (eg a parent). 

YGs’ efforts are shared between their 
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own plot and working all together 

on the Young Gardeners' plot 

(85B) adjacent to Bidwell Gardens. 

In its first few months, the Young 

Gardeners have been busier than 

most of us! In January, 14 children 

and several adults demolished the 

old shed they had inherited on 

85B. They then dug a large part of 

the plot and held a bonfire party! 

A plan for the plot was drawn up 

and a new shed delivered. GCAA 

donated wood for raised beds. 

In February, members met to sow 

seeds in pots which they took 

home to look after. They also 

learned about the hazards they 

were likely to find on an allotment. 

In March, they brought in the 

seedlings - which had germinated 

by then. They pricked out and 

potted up lettuces, cabbages, 

spinach and peppers; they also 

sowed tomatoes, cucumbers and 

sweet peas. They filled 260 pots - 

a tough challenge for the adults 

who were writing the labels! 

Councillors Nigel Scott and Dave 

Beacham have been to visit and 

stayed for more than an hour. 

They were most impressed with 

the children's skill and 

commitment.

Potting up in the Community Hut

Meanwhile parents and other 

helpers cleared the plot using 

mattocks, spades and drills. They 

helped with rotavating and 

putting up the polytunnel. 

The YG’s now have seven raised 

beds which are planted up. Safe 

paths have been laid around 

them, with a surface of woodchips. 

There are some committed and 

skilful young gardeners. Older 

children have been mentoring 

younger ones. Parents and other 

helpers have joined in 

enthusiastically. Custom Cutters 

have helped out by removing, at 

no charge, a substantial tree-

stump from the YGC plot.  

Any children wishing to join the 

YG’s should contact Nick 

Winstanley (plot 18B). 

   

In the Trading Shed you can 

buy things you need ....  bags of 

compost, netting, fleece, weed 

control fabric, soil additives, 

fertilizers and much more. All at 

very good prices. Open 10 to 1 

Saturdays and Sundays.

More national fame
Golf Course Allotments appears in 

the National Gardens Scheme’s list 

of open gardens. Doing this allows 

us to welcome neighbours to our 

Annual Show. This year, there will 

be a second NGS public opening 

on our site. On Saturday 23 June 

(1 to 5pm), garden enthusiasts will 

be able to visit a plot nominated 

for the “Gardening Against The 

Odds”  award featured in the 

Sunday Telegraph last year. 

The NGS Handbook describes 

Serge and George’s plot as having 

over 120 different roses, including 

Gallicas, Damasks, Portlands, 

Albas, around 40 David Austin 

roses and many others. Taken 

together, they provide a history of 

the rose family.

Perennials and vegetables are 

interplanted with the roses. There 

are grasses, clematis and rare 

exotic plants (which should be at 

their best in June). The vegetables 

include some which are 

uncommon, for example, Fat Baby 

Achocha, Shark Fin Melon and the 

Lab Lab bean. There are colourful 

chards and red cabbages. A small, 

raised alpine bed is home to 

around 30 plants, some of them 

embedded in large tufa rocks. 

Fruit of the fat baby achocha plant

The large "exotic border" is not at 

its best till late summer but it 

contains many unusual plants 

from around the world which are 

of interest from early summer on. 

If you haven’t seen this plot yet, 

this is your chance. Refreshments 

will be available in the Community 

Hut on the day. 

Gardeners' Question 
Time at Alexandra 
Palace by Jenny Davies

It started with an email to 

plotholders from June. “The Radio 

4 programme Gardeners' 

Question Time is being recorded 

at Alexandra Palace. Anyone who 

would like to attend should apply 

to Muswell Hill Horticultural 

Society”. Tickets duly obtained, we 

went along on 4th March, handed 

in our tickets together with a 

question we would like put to the 

panel.
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We sat down near the back, got 

comfortable; then a BBC person 

read out a list of about 12 people 

whose questions for the panel had 

been chosen. I was among this 

group who were summoned to sit 

in the front row. 

Then the panel - Matthew Wilson, 

Christine Walkden and Bunny 

Guiness - walked onto the stage. 

They looked nervous! The 

chairman, Eric Robson, told those 

of us in the front row that not all 

the questions would be broadcast. 

“But”, he added, “if your question 
is not chosen, it does not mean 

you are a bad gardener”. And 

although it was 7.30pm, we 

should start by saying Good 

Afternoon, “as the programme 

goes out in the afternoon” Then 

the recording started.

At home in Cumbria: Eric Robson and dog

And at the cue “next question 

please” we recited our questions 

in turn. The panel continued to 

look as though they were taking 

part in a particularly excruciating 

exam. But they administered 

advice on good materials for 

drives, honey fungus, a positive 

spin on sycamore trees, couch 

grass, herbs for a community 

project and feeding tulips. 

Amongst the advice given was 

that you can never hope to 

eradicate weeds! “Live with them 

or treat them with glyphosate. After 

all what is so organic about black 

plastic?”

There were some suggestions on 

growing vegetables where there is 

heavy soil and too much shade. “Try 

blight resistant potatoes Sarpo Kifli 

and Blue Danube; also radishes, 

oriental vegetables and small 

pumpkins grown on a wigwam”.

Then it was over! I and my 

neighbour confided in each other 

about how surprised we had been 

about how scary it was. My question 

was not broadcast. But then neither 

were others about getting rid of ash 

trees which grow through shrubs, 

using a shredder and dogs peeing 

on lawns.

The programme is still available on 

the BBC website in the GQT archive: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b

01r5ql4 
As well as the questions, the 

programme contains an interesting 

bit about German internees planting 

the rose garden at Alexandra Palace 

during the Great War.

 

Paying the rent
When the Council realised that they 

had to find more money at this 

difficult time, they proposed a sharp 

increase in the rent we pay for our 

allotments. This unleashed a volley 

of protest from plotholders across 

the borough. The Council quickly 

dropped the plan and decided to 

freeze our rents for the coming 

year. And, encouragingly, they have 

said they will be looking for ways to 

improve Haringey’s allotments.

We still need to remain vigilant if 

our green area is to continue as it is: 

valued by both gardeners and local 

residents. Farm Terrace allotment 

site, in a crowded area of Watford, 

is under threat of closure so that 

the land can be used for housing 

and a hospital extension. This 

has provoked much anger 

locally, and discussion is still 

going on about whether the 

allotments will survive. We are 

fortunate in having local 

councillors who support Golf 

Course Allotments and enjoy 

coming to our Annual Show.

Bonfires 
This is a reminder that we are 

under pressure to avoid having 

bonfires except when absolutely 

necessary. The Council would 

like burning to be limited to 

diseased plants, perennial 

weeds, stalks and prunings. You 

should keep these until they are 

dry so they will burn more 

quickly and with less smoke. 

Many of the weeds we dig up 

can be composted on site. Some 

plotholders may be able to take 

them home to add to Haringey’s 

garden waste collection. Our 

neighbours on both sides of the 

fence would appreciate that.  

At present, there is a "fire day" 

once a month. Notices around 

the site list the days on which a 

bonfire is allowed: the next one 

will be Saturday 1 June.

Site visits
If you haven’t seen Site Secretary 

Tullio Moglia around our site 

recently, that’s because he has 

been helping out at Rectory 

Farm allotments in Tottenham at 

the invitation of Haringey 

Council's Parks Department. 

The site was in a dreadful state 

according to Tullio. Tenants  had 

been dumping rubbish in the 

common areas (see photo 
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below) and refused to take 

responsibility for keeping it tidy. 

Above: view of Rectory Farm Allotments

Below: Rectory Farm, about 1900; painting 

by H A Mummery 

photo credit: Bruce Castle Museum 

(Haringey Culture, Libraries and Learning)

Our happy new year
After a winter that was both cold 

and wet, last year’s growing 

season seems far away. If you 

think that conditions this year 

have been bad, look back and 

you will see just how lucky we 

were.  

In 2012, Golf Course Allotments  

experienced numerous break-ins 

and thefts. These ranged from 

machinery taken from sheds to 

taps and lengths of copper pipe 

being ripped out and taken away. 

After that, we invited the police 

round to give us advice on 

security. With help from Haringey 

Council, a new fence was erected 

alongside Bluebell Wood and we 

now have really strong padlocks 

on our gates. As far as is known, 

we have had no “unofficial 

visitors” since then. But it would 

still be unwise to store valuable 

items in your shed.  

 

Tullio handing out the keys to the really 
strong padlock

Water on the plot
As our security problem faded 

away, Thames Water announced 

a ban on the use of hosepipes. 

Looking back, it seems hard to 

believe that this was necessary in 

a growing season that had above 

average rainfall. After a wet and 

cold start to 2013, there are now 

signs that it may prove to be a 

good growing year. 

Nevertheless, above average 

rainfall has been a feature of 

recent years. According to Met 

Office records, the 5 years with 

the heaviest rainfall recorded by 

them were in 2000 or later. So it 

is not surprising that flooding has 

been a problem for us. It would 

help us all if we could get water 

away from our site as quickly as 

possible. 

A few years ago, the Council paid 

for a 4 inch pipe to be laid 

underground from plot 119 - the 

lowest point on our site - into the 

stream which runs alongside the 

golf course. Water feeds into this 

pipe (photo below) from the 

many ditches which run alongside 

our plots. When there is more 

water than can be piped away, 

plot 119 floods and the whole 

site stays wetter. 

Work will be carried out shortly to 

create a pond to store water on 

plot 119. The pond will be fenced 

and a wider pipe will be laid 

underground to take water into 

the stream more quickly. 

Jabs up to date?
Tetanus is a serious condition. 

Gardeners can protect against it 

by having the full 5 jab course of 

tetanus vaccine. If you haven’t 

done this and a wound comes 

into contact with soil or manure, 

you should ask for a booster 

dose. If treated quickly, any 

infection is usually a short-term 

problem. However, without 

treatment, the consequences 

could be serious.

In the next issue ... 
Meet Marcia MacLeod, founder of 

Your Allotment. In this magazine, 

you can read about allotment 

sites across North London - what 

their concerns are and what 

they’re growing on them. There 

are articles on new products of 

interest to allotment gardeners. 

Each issue has 20 pages of local 

news and growing advice. Your 

Allotment appears every 2 months 

and is on sale in the Trading 

Shed, price £2  

Contributions & comments 

to: gcaanews@yahoo.com
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